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3 
the goſpel in its glory, the ordinances in their purity, and the orders 
of Chriſt in his houſe in their native beauty and ſimplicity, when we 
are no more. Permit us then, as thoſe that watch for your ſouls, 
to intreat you to ſeck after a greater acquaintance with the nature of 
the glorious goſpel of the grace of God; to adhere to it, and walk 
worthy of it. In the goſpel God has given the greateſt diſplay of 
his eſſential perfections, his perſonal and relative glories; each .of 
which ſhine with infinite luſtre in the ſalvation of ſinners by Jeſus 
Chriſt. And as goſpel glory is of a transforming nature, changing 
the foul into the ſame image; is that which warms the heart, ex- 
pands and brightens the underſtanding, influences the will, purifies 
the confcience, powerfully attracts the affections, and ſweetly cap- 
tivates the whole ſoul ; therefore Satan, the grand enemy to God, and * 
the ſouls of men, takes various methods to blind the eyes of them | 
who believe not, and darken them that do, leſt "wy light of * glo- 
rious goſpel ſhould ſhine unto them. F 
One of the moſt artful and effectual methods taken to e 
goſpe! glory, to enervate faith, and nouriſh pride, i is conditional ſal- 
vation: by which we don't mean a declared connection between faith 
and falvation ; for it is moſt certain, that by faith, and obedience 
ariſing from i, the ſubjects of ſalvation are denominated, and the 
heirs of glory deſcribed : — But by it we mean diſpoſitions or acts, 
being requized of the creature, as conditions entitling to ſalvation. 
With this ſcheme many precious ſouls are entangled, accounting it 
the pure goſpel, thro? the artful addreſs of the promoters of it, Theſe 
will frequently ſay, that none of Adam's race can properly merit of 
God, nor on that footing bave any claim upon him : That ſalvation 
s through Chriſt : That the origin of it is the free unmerited favour 
of God: That he graciouſly makes offers, overtures, propoſals, &c. 
of. Chriſt and falvation to the worſt of ſinners : Yea, the terms rich, 
free, ſuperabounding grace, may often be uſed by the warmeſt ad- 
vocates for the conditional ſcheme; for no creature, angelic or hu- 
man, could ever properly merit of God. Let the creature's endowments 
be-what they may, its obligation to God bears an exact proportion 
to what it has received; therefore the perpetual exertion of its abi- 
lities in the higheſt degree being its duty, can never procure or entitle | 
to ſuperior happineſs. And if no creature in its pure ſtate can pro- 
perly merit, it would be moſt unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that ballen 
man can. 

As none, even in the moſt exalted ſtate of creatureſhip, can properly 
merk of God, whatever bleſſing the actions of ſuch entitles: to, is 
"owing entirely to a compact, covenant, or contract, made for that 

| ' , purpoſe. 


: 


45 
Fo 
2 


5 1 

purpoſe. This was the caſe with innocent Adam; his obedience to 
the moral law, ſimply as a law, could never have given him or his 

a right to life, becauſe ſtrictly as a law, it is the obligation that 
_ every rational creature is under to ſerve the Lord with the utmoſt 

perfection; while it ſhall be his pleaſure to preſerve it in exiſtence. / 
Therefore it was great condeſcenſion in Jehovah to make ſuch a 

coyenant with him; for altho' the obedience required as the condition 

was previouſly due to God as his maker, yet he, out of free favour, 

made the promife of life the reward of his continued innocence; with- 

out which covenant he was, tho' pure, ever dependent on the ſove- 

reign will of his God, for his continued exiſtence in that happy ſtate, 

Thus it appears that the promiſe of life as the reward of his obe- . 

dience was the fruit of free favour ; yet it is. as evident, that a righe 

to the bleſſing promiſed depended upon the condition formed, and 


ſo was properly a covenant of works. | 
You are not, dear brethren, to conceive that the fall of man conſiſteih 
in his having loſt a power properly to merit; for that neither he nor any 
other creature ever had : But by the fall, he forfeited his right to lite, 
and every blefling included therein, and is rendered utterly incapable of 
performing the conditions to which God was pleaſed to connect the bleſ- 
fing ; not only fo, but is under the curſe ; ſo that all intercourſe with 
God on that footing is blocked up; eſſential Juſtice, armed with vengeance, 
will, as the inviolable maintainer of the honours of the law, for ever guard 
the way to life, and keep at an eternal diſtance every ſoul that has not its 
title founded upon a ſpotleſs righteouſneſs. _ N 1 
Ho contrary, beloved, is this conditional ſcheme, in every point of 
view, to the pure goſpel of grace! The goſpel reveals a new and living 
way, through a bleeding Saviour; this ſyſtem leads back to the old co- 
venant, under which it placeth man as much as ever Adam was, and 
aſcribes as much merit to the acts of a ſinful being, as could poſſibly at- 
tend the acts of a ꝓure creature in the moſt exalted ſtate. This ſcheme 
preſents man, vain man, as the principal procurer of his own ſalvation; 
and indulges that high opinion that he naturally has of himſelf ; that he 
is a perſon of conſequence, a party- contractor with the great God; that 
his own hand is to put the finiſhing period to the-great affair of ſalva - 
tion, ſo far as it relates to himſelf: It prevents luis confidering himſelf 
25 a condemned criminal at the bar of God ; but on the contrary, is upon 
honourable terms with his Maker, a probationer for life, &c. If he has 
the aſſurance to think he has performed the intitling condition, however 
thankful to God and grace he may be, for offers, propoſals, and overtures' - 
made to him; yet, his well-difpoſed ſelf muſt have the unrivaled honour 
of ſecuring a right to the great ſalvation ; 'for to him that aworketh is the 
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. — As it promotes pride and pre- 
ſumption in the phariſee, ſo it is calculated to hurry to deſpair the a- 
wakened ſinner; for if the alarmed conſcience views the condition as un- 
performed, how exquiſite the torture, and tormenting the grief! Chriſt 
for the preſent can profit him nothing, therefore no foundation for hope, 
becauſe his own important part is not yet done: to perform he cannot, 
to believe he dare not. As Chriſt, according to this ſcheme, is not the 
»ariour of the miſerable and wretched, hut of the virtuous and wells, 
| e N di ſpoſed. 


f 4 


diſpoſed, who diſtinguiſh themſelves from other mortals, and can boldly - 
ſtand forth, and plead their right to falvation, as founded upon their, 
forming the conditions required.: This being the caſe, the poor trem- 
ling ſelf- condemned ſinner is overwhelmed with ſorrow, accounting his 
ſalvation impoſſible, and damnation ſure. Further, This ſcheme reflects 
great diſhonour upon God, in all his perſons, and perfections; for, ac- 
. cording to it, all that God has done in council and covenant; that Jeſus 
has done in obeying, and dying; that the Holy Ghoſt does in regenera- 
tiop, converſion, &c. does not infallibly ſecure the faivation of one ſoul, 
How awfully does it diſhonour the wiſdom of God that has plann'd, or the 
wer of God in not executing the ſcheme of ſalvation; as well as the 
Juſtice of God in infliting puniſhment on Jeſus, and then on them for 
whom he died. 'Þ his ſcheme, this cer goſpel, repreſents tlie blood and 
rightecuſneſs of Jeſus as not available to the ſalvation of one man, 
notwithſtanding the dignity of the perſon that obeyed arid died. Yea, 
it ſuppoſes that God never abſolutely intended that any ſhould be ſaved 
by his de- h, only have an offer of it: nay, that he knew many thou- 
fands would never receive any ſpecial advantage by his ſufferings, and 
7 would jor them put him to grief, cauſe him to gican and cry, bleed 
and die. | | PIs | 
Moreover, this ſcheme not only repreſents the ſalvation of every man 
ere var the intitling conditions may never be thoroughly performed; 
ut according to it, ſalvation can never be attained by any man: for 
let the conditions be what they may, they muſt be ſuitable and pleaſing 
to a holy God; as it cannot be thought he would reward with glory that 
which he difapproves. . They muſt be done before a perſon be in a 
Rate of grace; for all will admit a graciovs perſon is already entitled to 
falvation, and ſo needs no intitling condition: But while a man is carnal, 
bis mind is.enmity againſt God, 7s not ſubje# io the law 4 Ged, neither 

indeed can be, Therefore, they that are in the ficſh cunncs pleaſe Goa, and 
conſequently cannot perform the ſuppoſed condition. V„VIv ss! 
This conditional ſyſtem naturally leads to a denial of the proper ſa- 
tistaction of Chriſt, and atonement made by his blood; unhinges and 
overturns the whole goſpel, by turning it into a new law: for, to entertain 
ideas of works as intitling to ſalvation, is to exclude every proper idea 
of goſpel grace; if of wvorts, grace is no more grace, We would caution 
you, dear brethren, againſt giving into this God-diſhonouring ſyſtem, 
which we believe is as contrary to the true goſpel as any thing can be. 
With as much propriety may the ſun be ſaid to emit dark rays, and 
freezing beams, as that the conditional ſcheme is the goſpel of Chriſt. 
One thing we would take notice of that tends to embarraſs the minds. 
of many fincere enquirers after truth, 1. 6. The covenant which God made 
with fuel at Horeb, not being properly underſtocd : It is common to 
miſtake it for the covenant of grace, though the Lord has expreſsly ſaid, 
that he weuld make (or make known) another covehant, which he ſays is 
not according to that which he made with them, when he brought them 
our of the land of Egyp7. In the former covenant God avouched them 
to be his peculiar people and ſubjects, and they him as their God and 
King. The quiet poſſeſſion of Canaan, with all their external privileges 
ſecured to them as a church and nation, were the things promiſed to 
them, upon condition of their obſervance of, and adherance to, the ſe- 
veral ſtatutes and ordinances given them : And in caſe of a revolt from 
him, they were threatened with the loſs of all the bleſſings promiſed, and 
The in8ction of puniſliments of various kinds, ſuch as famine, the ſword, 
| , | captivity, 
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eaptivity, c. and in various inſtances with corporal death. According 


to the nature of that covenant, the ſervants of God expoſtulated with 
that people, (ſuch as Jeremiab, Exzekizl, and others) to amend their ways 
and doings; declaring, that God did not take pleaſure in executing thoſe 
ſore judgments, under which they groaned and died; but rather that 
they would repent and live, faying, Turn ye, turn ye; why will ye die, O 
houſe of Iſrael! ? As it was external obedience that was required, they had 
a power as creatures, favoured with the oracles of God, to perform the 


conditions. Eternal damnation was not the thing threatened by that 


covenant, but belonged only to the moral law, under which all of them 
by nature were, as a covenant, in common with the Gentz/e world; and 


as finners, expoſed to its awful curſe. Eternal ſalvation. was not the 


bleſſedneſs promiſed in the ſaid covenant ; that belonged entirely to the 
covenant of grace, which was confirmed before of God in Chriſt, and 
was preached to their father Abraham, four hundred and thirty years be- 
fore the Sinai covenant was given, That people, in proceſs of time, 
vainly imagined, that by their obſervation of the appointments of God, 
they would have or procure a right to eternal life; about which miſtake 
Chriſt and his apoſtles laboured to canvince them; particularly Paul, 
who proves that neither that law, tho' conditional, nor any other law, 


oppoſed the abſolute promiſe of life: nor did the law. give a right there- 
unto; for if the law could have given life, then it would not have been 


of free promiſe ; but God gave it to Abraham by promiſe : Neither would 
it have been of faith; but the jaf? fall live by his faith : Nor would it 
have been /vre to all the ſeed; but it. is of faith, that it might be ſo. I 
it had been of that covenant," then werily, righteouſne/5 «would have been 

the Inez; yea, Chriſt would have died in vain. Thus the Lord, accord- 


ing to the covenant of grace, pardoned the fins of his people, though 
according to the other he took vengeance on their inventions: As, dear 


brethren, you and us may expect the frowns of our God, if we be not 


faithful to bis appoiritments, and our engagements, though we do not 


expect eternal life by our obſervation of them. As to the moral law, it 
never, as a law, premiſed life even to Adam; conſidered as a covenant 
it did, but upon condition of perfect obedience :. Its dreadful alternative 
1s, 4, or die + But, beloved, Chriſt has redeemed his people from it as 
ſuch, by bearing its curſe, and performing its commands; ſo that juſtice 
Joins with mercy, in ſweeteſt accord, in delivering ſinners from damna- 
tion, by a compleat ſalvation,” altogether free and unconditional as to 
them. Thus it appears evident, and we would have you to note it well, 
that there never was a promiſe of eternal life made to any man, upon 
leſs than perfect obedience; ſo that the conditional ſalvation maintained 


in our day, agrees with neither law nor goſpel, but is foreign to both. 


Therefore, Stand faſt, dearly beloved, in one ſpirit, with aue mind, firiving 
together for the faith of the gojpel.. That bleſſed goſpel, which proclainns 
to the worſt of ſinners a compleat ſalvation, with eternal glory; of which 


Chriſtistheauthor, and to which he is the way. No conditions propoſed; 
for which acceptance and pardon is granted: no qualification required 
of the convicted ſinner, in order to Chriſt's receiving his perſon; and 


eſpouſing his cauſe ; no, the balmy language of Jeſus is, Hgſer den avill 


let him come, let him take. To ſtill tumultuous fears, he has given his 


royal word, that whofoever cometh ſhall in no wi 


. 


be caſt out. 


In the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God, /gracy is gver repreſented as Ke 
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ved thee north an everiaſiing love, therefore with loving kindneſs have 
&rawz thee. | | | | 35 

Grace conſtituted the perſon of the Mediator; engaged his heart as a 
ſurety to approach unto God; to take his people's ſins upon him; to 
become a ſubject of his own law, by which it was magnified, and made 
honourable ; and the rights of juſtice ſecured, by a righteouſneſs being 
eftabliſhed, which is infinitely more glorious than what was originally re- 
quired of man; by which he has gained, and eternally ſecured to his 


choſen, a legal right to life. | | 
How does grace ſhine through the ſufferings of the Saviour! The per- 


ſon ſuffering, the ſufferings what, the people for whom, and the benefits 


from thence ariſing, proclaim grace to be aboie all human or angelic 

conception. The deſign of God in making the Captain of Salvation 
perfett through ſuffering, was to bring many ſons unto glory. The in- 
tention of Jeſus in dying, the juſt for the unjuſt, was not only to ſhew 

them the way, but to bring them to God. Though they be in Satan's 

Kingdom, ſhackled with every deluſive fetter, ſhut up by unbelief in the 

Priſon of carnality, their very hearts locked with enmity againſt him; 

yea,tho* horrid deſpair, armed with deſparation, be ready to give the fatal 

Now, yet ſovereign grace, directed by wiſdom, and attended with power, 
will ranſack every priſon, knock off every fetter, burſt every brazen bar, 

and bring the redeemed of the Lord away in triumph to God; as was 

— in Paul, Magdalene, the jailer, the crucified thief, &c. 

Think frequently, dear brethren, how you were brought from darkneſs 
to marvellous light. Did you get a releaſe by your own efforts? Will 
not each of you ſay with Paul, he called me by his grace, which was exceed- 

. Eng abundant. Not according to works of righitouſneſs which we hade done, 
but according to his mercy he ſaved us, &c. 

I be ground of your encouragement was not an apprehenſion that you 
had performed entitling conditions, but the freeneſs of goſpel bleſſings. 
Therefore, under a ſenſe of want and miſery, without the known poſleſ- 
fron of any thing but what was hateful and deſtructive, you caſt yourſelves 
at the feet of Jeſus, as able to ſave to the very uttermoſt. Faith, by 
which you felt your diſeaſe, and ſaw the remedy, is not an entitling con- 
dition, but a new covenant bleſſing; not of yourſelves, but the gift of 
God, on the behalf of Chriſt. Repentance unto life is as much the gift 
of an exalted Jeſus, as the remiſſion of fins, and are inſeparably con- 
netted, therefore no condition. Your election, juſtification, adoption, 
and all other new-covenant bleſſings, are wholly aſcribed to the ſovereign 


grace of God; therefore in the ſtricteſt ſenſe will it ever be ſaid of the 


redeemed, By grace are you ſaved. As it is impoſſible it ſhould be other- 


wiſe, ſo it is unſuitable to think it otherwiſe, leſt any man ſhould boaſt. 


Nevertheleſs, we would have you ever to conſider, that although good 
works are not neceflary to juſtification, have no caſual or conditional 
influence in your ſalvation, yet are they to be carefully maintained for 
neceſſary uſes. The glory of God is cloſely connected with your fruit- 
fulneſs therein: the continuance of ſweet communion with God and one 
another, depends much upon y conſtant adherance thereunto. 
Thereby the goſpel is adorned, 1 caſt upon its important 
trutks wiped away, ungodly men ſilencęd, enquiring fouls encouraged, 


the truth of faith diſcovered, and a right to glory diſplayed. But, dear 


brethren, ever remember, that no work deſerves the epither good, but 
chat is done from a right principle, to a right end, in conformity to 4 


right rule, and as influenced by right motives ; The principle is love, 


the 
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the end God's glory, the rule the bible, the motives what God in each 
perſon has done for you, promiſed to you, and wrought in you. Good 
works, in every point of view, the free goſpel is admirably calculated to 


promote. It conveys love from God, and enflames love to him; to pres 


tend to which without obedience, is the religion of a hypocrite ; to obey 
without love, is the religion of a ſlave. We would exhort you, dear bre- 
thren, as ſuch who have taſted the Lord is gracious, to think of, and act 
toward each other as the beloved of the Lord, the choſen of God, the 
redeemed of Chriſt; being called by the ſame grace, children of the 
ſame family, as temples of the Holy Ghoſt; yet groaning under corrup- 
tions, harraſſed with temptations, bowed down with afflictions, being t 

united objects of hell's rage, and the world's centempt. This will en⸗ 
gage you to love, pity and pray for, and with one another. =o By 

If you are choſen, redeemed and called from amongſt men, be ye ſes 


parate ;. have no fellowyhip with the unfruitful works, or workers, of dart- 


neſs, but rather reprove and pray for them. Walk wiſely, act honeſtly to- 
wards them that are without, and if poſſible live peaceably with all men. 
In all things be ye cirenm peng UiLö 

Reſpecting your perſonal and ſocial engagements with God, we would 
recommend conſtancy and care. With reverence approach his preſence, 
who is a God of burning jealouſy; yet come boldly to his throne, 
as a God of all grace: the way to it is paved with love, and ſprinkled 
with blood, for the encouragement of every trembling ſoul. Frequent- 
ly contemplate the divine perfections, as they unite and ſhine through 


Chriſt in the free goſpel.—Here greatnefs, and ſweetneſs ; majeſty, — 
meekneſs, are unitedly diſplayed. Every attribute ſhines with luſtre, and 


ſmiles with approbation. Spread your wants with freedom before him? 
conſider him as your beſt friend; reverence and fear him as your Father; 

cleave to him as the ſource and centre of all gogd. Pray much for your 
reſpective miniſters, and thoſe that are in office amongſt you, that the 
word may be bleſſed for the converſion of ſinners, the comfort and 
growth of ſaints. Think of an upriſing generation before the Lord, 
your own offspring in particular ptead much for. The diſtreſſes of the 
poor conſider; and our gracious ſovereign King George, with fubordinate 
rulers, remember in a peculiar way, in this critical jun&ure. Study to 
live peaceable and quiet lives, under the mild government with which 


we are favoured of God: make it evident to all, that while you are friends 


to liberty, you are enemies to licentiouſneſs, 

Moreover, brethren, as diſtin& churches of Chriſt, while you maintain 
your independency, . cultivate a good underſtanding one with another. 
Seek the proſperity. of. the dear Redeemer's kingdom every where, but 
eſpecially the churches.to which you ſeverally belong, to which you have 
ſolemnly given yourſelves. Attend not only on ſtated miniſtrations, but 
on praying ſeaſons; eſpecially, when, therewith the affairs of the Lord's 
houſe are neceſſarily to be attended to: the frequent abſence of ſome 
on fuch occaſions, often makes their miniſters weep in-ſecret, not only on 
the account of the loſs their ſouls ſuſtain, and the ill b RES 
others, but likewiſe the awfal ſupineneſs of ſpirit thereby tranſcribed, 
which is ſo evidently offenſive to God, and often attended with ſharp and 
keen laſhes from his chaſtizing hand. You ought by all means to take 
Proper notice of ſuch, and uſe every prudent method to make them ſen- 


* 


church. meetings, ſuch will. either be tempted to think there is no necel- 


ſity for them, in order to ſilence conſcience; or that through Ag ela- 


n 
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ſidle ot the evil; for it is much to be feared, through long abſfence from 


_ ; e maurs - 


tho. 


' [- 8 : A 
mours of guilt, . will abſent themſelves from the Lord's table, kno Y 
ing that they that will not work fhould-not eat. 
tendernefs, and faithfulneſs, ever accompany your cautions and ads 2 
monifions. If you would conyince a brother of an evil, firſt ſtrive to 
convince him of your good intention: remember,  zhe wrath of nan 
worteth not l of God. With this epiſtle to you we would unite 
in carneſt prayer to God, hat be abauld grant you, according to the ricbe/ 
ef" his glory, to be ſtrengibened with all might 1 by his Spirit in the inner mans | 
— huh duell in your hearts Ey. faith ; that ye being rooted and grounded! 
2 able to comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth, and © 
rn 3 and height.; and to know the love of Chriſt, which Laff eth 1 
#nowledge : that ye might be filled with all the fulneſs of God. 
Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that aue ak | 
er think unt him be glory in the church by Ghrift Feſus, throughout. all ages, 
world without end, amen. Which is the tee ware a. vou in 


ere __ 
Signed on behalf of the Brethren, by | | : . 7 A Y 
"ROBERT nn 5 1 


— 
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* REVIATES. In the e une OT „we met 4 abs half oat : 

x, for 1 and reading the letters from the churches. Same dar 
the public meeting began about 10 o'clock ; brother C preached from i 
2 Cor. iv. 1. Therefore eines wwe have this — 72 as we have received mer 
ave faint nat. And brother Ryland preached from Rev. Ati. 1 * Behold T 1 
came quickly ; hold that faſt which thou haſt, i bat no man tale thy. crowns | 
At 6 o'clock brother Booth preached from At xi. 26. The diſciples auer 
called Chriſtians firft in Antioch, —Nine brethren having been engaged in 
rayer in the different opportunities. * STO was ſpent | in 2" 
bearing the W * and other buſ S + 


Thurſday 22 we met again for prayer and communicating e | 4 


| Tiences, which very an i „ 247 
f Added to all the Churches -« tia 
en BETTE WH ans 6 19 cn N 
== pm — — 4 . T7 ONE TENN, > 4 
o t 4175 via rea 


* . - . 's « S . 2 ee 


F. S. The next Aſſociation to be at e on May 31, 17693 i 3 
ther Samuel Deacon, and brother Hull to preach ; and In caſe of failure 4 
brother Woodman, and brother 'P ane 


ut ts at the Red Lion, ". - 
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